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 Mr. Rohit Verma, Assistant Engineer from Balia 

made incorrect statement initially before the Tribunal that 

the 365 hand-pumps equipped with the plant for the 

removal of Arsenic from the groundwater are fully 

operational and potable water is being provided.  When 

further questions were asked to him, he altered his 

statement to say that he is not certain if all of them are 

functional.  We do not expect such incorrect statement 

before the Tribunal from a public servant in relation to 

supply of potable drinking water to residents of the 

villages.  It is undisputable and in fact it is not disputed 

that Arsenic causes very serious health hazards.  The 

CPCB has filed a report before us to show that study 

carried out in that area clearly shows that groundwater is 



 

 

contaminated and contain much higher quantity of  

Arsenic than the prescribed limit.  The Applicant has filed 

a report which remains undisputed where it has been 

stated that the Arsenic content in water is 0.05 as 

opposed to 0.01, the prescribed limit.  We are unable to 

appreciate the approach of this officer and hence we 

impose cost of Rs. 1,000/- on him which is to be deducted 

from his salary as his incorrect statement has 

necessitated issuance of further directions and 

adjournment of this case.   

 We direct :- 

1. The Member Secretary or Senior Most Engineer of 

U.P. Pollution Control Board along with Mr. C.K. 

Tyagi, Chief Engineer and SDM of the area in 

question to pay personal visit in the entire area. 

2. They will give status in relation to the said 365 

hand-pumps operating with plant and or without 

plant as afore referred. 

3. They will collect samples from each hand-pump as 

well as from the groundwater, analyse the same and 

submit the report before this Tribunal. 

4. The committee will further examine the villages and 

make specific report, whether sufficient potable 

drinking water is being provided to all the families 

or not.   

5. Their report will be counter signed by the 

Sarpanch/Gram Pradhan of the respective villages. 

Applicant is at liberty to be present during that 

inspection. 



 

 

Report be submitted to the Tribunal within three 

weeks from today.  Even if the standard is taken to be 

0.05, even then as per the CPCB it is more than 50 PPB at 

some places, which means it is 50 times more than the 

prescribed limit. 

During their inspection the team will ensure that 

potable drinking water is being provided to all the 

villagers, whether through tankers or other-ways.  In the 

event of default, we make it clear that all these three 

officers would be liable to be prosecuted personally in 

accordance with law. 

List this matter on 26th August, 2015. 
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